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[57] . ABSTRACT

A method and apparatus for measuring conductivity of
nonferrous metals using eddy current test principles in
which conductivity is measured as a direct linear func-
tion of the period of the inducing signal at a preselected
phase angle between the inducing and induced signals
and is displayed directly in percentage of the Interna-
tional Annealed Copper Standard.

32 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures
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'METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR TESTING
CONDUCTIVITY USING EDDY CURRENTS

The present invention relates to conductivity test
equipment and methods and, more particularly, to a
method and apparatus for measuring the conductivity
of nonferrous metals using an electromagnetic induc-
tion or eddy current principle.

Test equipment, including conductivity meters,
which operates on an eddy current principle has been
heretofore known and widely used in the nondestruc-
tive testing art. Briefly, in such equipment, a primary
coil carrying an alternating current is placed near the
material under test and induces an electromagnetic field
in the material. When the material is conductive, the
induced field causes eddy currents to flow therein hav-
ing an amplitude and phase relationship to the inducing
current which is a function of various material charac-
teristics such as shape, cracks, flaws, permeability and
conductivity. The eddy current so induced in the mate-
rial gives rise to a second magnetic field which may be
detected by a secondary pickup coil located near the
material and which may be analyzed to determine test
material properties.

Prior art conductivity meters using an eddy current
principle generally attempt to measure the amplitude of
the secondary magnetic field, i.e., the magnetic field
induced by eddy currents, by placing the secondary
pickup coil in a balancing bridge, for example. Oppos-
ing impedance arms of the bridge are then varied until
the bridge is balanced; and the amplitude of the eddy
current, which is related to conductivity, may then be
determined. As will be shown in detail hereinafter,
however, the amplitude of the induced voltage in the
secondary coil varies directly, both with signal fre-
quency and with inductive coupling between the coils
and the test material. Hence the test frequency and the
part-to-coil spacings must be closely maintained to
achieve a reliable reading, both of which parameters are
difficult to so maintain in actual practice. Furthermore,
the conductivity scale for such an instrument is nonlin-
ear and is inversely related to frequency. Moreover,
such instruments must be recalibrated for each reading,
for example, by initially “zeroing” the bridge. Conduc-
tivity readings are generally taken from dial indicators
or meters associated with one or more impedance con-
trol arms and may require interpolation between adja-
cent graduations on one or more of the dials. Hence
such devices require a skilled operator and tend to be
bulky, difficult to operate, expensive and, most impor-
tantly, unreliable.

It is an object of the present invention to provide a
method and apparatus for measuring conductivity of
nonferrous metals using the above-described induced
eddy current principle which can be implemented eco-
nomically; which are reliable and provide consistently
accurate measurements; which are easy to use; and/or
which eliminate or at least substantially reduce the dis-
advantages and limitations of the aforementioned prior
art techniques.

More specifically, it is an object of the present inven-
tion to provide an eddy current conductivity method
and apparatus which have a greatly reduced sensitivity-
to-electromagnetic coupling between the test coils and
the part such that the invention may be advantageously
used to determine the conductivity of test material hav-
ing non-flat or uneven surface contours.
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It is a further object of the present invention to pro-
vide a method and apparatus which will reliably deter-
mine the conductivity of a test material covered by a
protective coating of paint or plastic, etc., and in which
the otherwise detrimental effects of variations in coil/-
material coupling are reduced to such an extent that
reliable readings may be obtained where the test coils
are hand held in close proximity to the test material by
an unskilled operator.

It is another object of the present invention to pro-
vide a method and apparatus which display measured
conductivity directly in percentage of a selected stan-
dard, such as percentage of the International Annealed
Copper Standard (% IACS), and/or are capable of
providing conductivity measurements up to one percent
IACS accuracy and 0.1 percent IACS resolution.

In accordance with the present invention, it has been
discovered that, for nonferrous test materials having a
predetermined minimum size with respect to the test
coils, the conductivity of a test material may be mea-
sured as a direct linear function of the period of the
inducing current at any given phase angle between
inducing current and induced voltage. More specifi-
cally, conductivity of a nonferrous metal having a pre-
determined minimum size may be measured in accor-
dance with the present invention by applying a periodic
inducing signal to a primary coil located in proximity to
the test piece, developing an induced signal as a func-
tion of the eddy currents induced in the material by the
primary coil current, measuring the phase angle be-
tween the inducing and induced signals, varying the
frequency of the inducing signal until the phase angle
between the inducing and induced signal reaches a pre-
selected value, measuring the period of the inducing
signal at the frequency, and displaying the measured
period as a scaled function of % IACS.

The novel features which are considered to be char-
acteristic of the present invention are set forth in partic-
ular in the appended claims. The invention itself, how-
ever, together with additional objects, features and
advantages thereof, will be best understood from the
following description when read in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings in which: o

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an exemplary but
presently preferred embodiment of the eddy current
conductivity meter provided in accordance with the
present invention;

FIG. 2 is a vector diagram depicting the impedance
characteristics of a test material; and

FIG. 3 is a polar vector diagram useful in understand-
ing the principles and operation of the invention.

Referring to FIG. 1, a primary coil 20 and a pair of
secondary coils 22, 24 are disposed as shown in close
proximity to a test material 26. Primary coil 20 receives
a periodic inducing current signal via conductor 28 and,
in accordance with the well-known theory outlined
above, eddy currents are induced in material 26 as a
function, among other properties, of the material con-
ductivity. Secondary coils 22, 24 are so disposed with
respect to coil 20 and are connected to each other in a
manner as to produce between secondary coil output
line 30 and common bus or circuit ground 32 a differen-
tial voltage signal which varies as a function of the
electromagnetic field generated by eddy currents in
material 26 but independently of any direct coupling
between the primary coil 20 and the secondary coils 22,
24.
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The induced signal on line 30 is fed to an integrator
comprising a resistor 34, an amplifier 36 and a capacitor
38 to develop an output which varies as an integral
function of the induced voltage signal on line 30. The
output of integrating amplifier 36 is fed to a switching
amplifier 40 which provides at its output a square wave
signal at the frequency of the induced voltage signal in
coils 22, 24 and lagging 90 degrees witi respect thereto.
Coil 20 is connected through a resistor 42 to ground 32
to convert the inducing current signal to a voltage
which is applied to the input of a switching amplifier 44
whose output is a square wave signal at the frequency
and phase angle of the inducing signal in coil 20.

The outputs of switching amplifiers 40, 44 are con-
nected to respective inputs of a phase detector compris-
ing an exclusive-OR (EOR) gate 46 which has its output
serially connected through a resistor 48 and a capacitor
50 to ground 32. The output of gate 46 is low or a logi-
cal zero when the respective outputs of amplifiers 40, 44
are the same (low or high) and is high or a logical one
when the respective outputs of amplifiers 40, 44 are
different. Resistor 48 and capacitor 50 act as a low pass
filter to provide across the capacitor a DC analog signal
whose amplitude is proportional to the duty cycle of the
output of gate 46 and hence proportional to the phase
angle relationship between the induced and inducing
signals represented by the outputs of amplifiers 40, 44,
respectively. The phase relationship signal across ca-
pacitor 50 is fed to one input of an error amplifier 52
which receives its second or reference input from the
center junction of a resistor voltage divider 54, 56 con-
nected between a voltage V+ source and ground 32.
Resistor 56 is made adjustable for factory setting of the
reference input to amplifier 52 to a preselected level
representative of a preselected phase relationship be-
tween the induced and inducing signals. The method of
determining the reference level will be discussed in
detail hereinafter.

The output of amplifier 52, which is indicative of the
difference between the measured and desired phase
relationship between the induced and inducing signals,
is fed to a voltage-controlled oscillator 58 which pro-
vides buffered outputs 60, 62 as a function of the control
signal from amplifier 52. Although the periodic output
at 60, 62 may be a sinusoidal signal, it has been found
that a periodic triangular or zigzag output signal may be
generated less expensively than a pure sinusoidal signal
and may be used in accordance with the present inven-
tion without any noted detrimental effect upon instru-
ment accuracy. Output 60 is fed via conductor 28 to
primary coil 20.

Oscillator output 62 is fed to a frequency divider 64
which (1) divides the oscillator output by a selected
scaling factor to reduce the effect of noise and jitter on
the output display, and (2) then divides the scaled fre-
quency by two to provide a signal indicative of the
period of the scaled frequency. Stated differently, fre-
quency divider 64 comprises a first frequency divider to
reduce the frequency of oscillator output 62 by a se-
lected scaling factor and a second frequency divider to
divide the output of the first divider by two and to thus
yield a signal indicative of the period of the first divider
output; i.e., high during the first period of the first di-
vider output, low during the second period, high during
the third period, étc. The output of frequency divider 64
is fed to one input of an AND gate 66 which receives a
second input from a reference oscillator 68. Thus the
output of gate 66 comprises the output of oscillator 68

4,095,180

—

5

25

30

45

60

65

4

gated by the output of frequency divider 64 and pro-
vides a measure or count of the period of oscillator
output 62 divided by the scaling factor. The output of
gate 66 is connected to a display counter 70 and associ-
ated seven-segment display 72 to provide a digital read-
out as a function of measured period.

Operation of the conductivity meter shown in FIG. 1
may be explained on a theoretical basis as follows. Cur-
rent in the primary coil 20 may be expressed by the
equation:

i = Isin &t O]
wherein ¢ is the excitation frequency expressed in radi-
ans per second. Although a triangular excitation current
rather than a pure sine wave is presently preferred for
economic reasons, as noted above, this has been found
to make no noticeable difference in the results; and the
theoretical calculations based upon the sine wave exci-
tation signal originally conceived are still considered
applicable for all practical purposes. The current in-
duced in material 26 by the current in coil 20 may be
expressed as follows: :

oMy, I cos wt
Ryg + JooLyg

@

he =

wherein Rygand Lgare the resistance and inductance of
material 26, respectively, My is the mutual induc-
tance or coupling between coil 20 and material 26, and
Jj is the imaginary unit vector equal to the square root of
—1. Referring to FIG. 2, which is a vector diagram
depicting the impedance characteristics of material 26,
it will be seen that:

©}

After appropriate factoring and substitutions, equation
(2) may be reduced to:

My

by = === c0s (! — ¢) @
{ Ry + (wLy)

The voltage induced in differentially connected coils
22, 24 and appearing between line 30 and ground 32
may be expressed as follows:

®

!
©° Myoss Ma/n04 1

sin(wt — ¢)
\| Ryl + (@0Lyg)?

€3 = —

wherein M,g/y; 24 is the mutual inductance or coupling
between material 26 and coils 22, 24. Although the
voltage expressed by equation (5) may be used for pur-
pose of conductivity analysis, it will be noted that the
amplitude of the expression varies with the excitation
frequency (). To reduce the dynamic range of switch-
ing amplifier 40, phase detector gate 46, etc., the voltage
expressed in equation (5) is integrated by amplifier 36 to
yield:

©Mo/6 Mae/24 1

€= — cos(w! — ¢) ©
J R, + (wL26)2
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If it were attempted to obtain a conductivity mea-
surement by comparing the amplitudes of equations (1)
and (6), the frequency (w) and the ‘mutual coupling
between the material and coils (Myg/56 and Myg/24)
would have to be held constant. This is difficult to
achieve in practice, however, particularly where the
coils are to be embodied in a hand-held probe and the
mutual coupling between the coils ‘and. material may
vary widely with surface contour, surface coating or
probe orientation, for example. In accordance with the
present invention, it has been noted from equations (1)
and (6) that, where the excitation current (i) varies
with sin o#, the integrated secondary coil voltage (e3q)
varies with cos (wz — ¢). Where the test material 26 is
nonferrous, i.e., the relative permeability is equal to one,
and where the test material is sufficiently large in the
area of the probe, the inductance of material 26 (I.,¢)
may be considered a geometric constant; or, stated
differently, the inductance of the material may be con-
sidered constant for test samples having at least a prede-
termined minimum size. Generally, the minimum sur-
face area and depth of the test material for which the
above assumption is true depend upon the coil diame-
ters and excitation frequency. Where the coils are about
one-half inch in diameter and where the excitation fre-
quency range is chosen to be 5 to 250 kilohertz, the
minimum part size is about one inch in diameter by
onetenth inch thick. The method for choosing the fre-
quency range will be described in detail hereinafter.

Where L, may be regarded as constant as described
above, equation (3) may be reduced to:

/Ry = 1/Lygtan ¢ (©)
Where the phase angle at which the measurement is to
be made is preselected and constant, equation (7) may
be further reduced to:

f=o/2m = K' Ry ®)
wherein K!is a constant equal to tan ¢/27 L, Con-
verting frequency (f) to period (T), and resistance (R;¢)
to conductivity (G,¢), equation (8) assumes the form:

Gu=KT ©®
wherein K is equal to K! times a factor related to the
eddy current path in the material which, as noted
above, is considered constant for materials having a
predetermined minimum size and shape. Hence the
conductivity of material 26 is a linear function of the
excitation period (T) at a selected phase angle (¢).

The assumption that material inductance (L,) is con-
stant is valid for coil/material spacing variations on the
order of ten percent of the coil diameter. This allows
the meter disclosed herein to operate on uneven sur-
faces, such as the outside wall of a cylinder, and
through material coatings such as paint. Insensitivity to
small probe position variations also renders testing with
a hand-held probe more accurate and reliable.

FIG. 3 is a polar diagram which shows the relation-
ship between the integrated coil voltage (ess) and the
inducing current (i) in nonferrous material of the
above-mentioned predetermined size and shape. In
FIG. 3, curve 80 is the locus of points defined by volt-
age vector ey set forth in equation (6) as the frequency
() is swept from zero (point 82) toward infinity (point
84). The phase angle (¢) as shown in FIG. 3 is measured
in the second quadrant between vector e;¢and the hori-
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zontal; hence vector ey is displaced from vector iby an
angle of (90° — ¢).

From equation (9), it will be evident that the highest
frequency (1/T) at which the instrument must operate
will depend upon the lowest conductivity to be mea-
sured. The instrument frequency range is determined by
the electronic components to be used therein. In an
operating embodiment of the invention which measures
two percent to one hundred percent IACS conductiv-
ity, a frequency range of five to two hundred fifty kilo-
hertz was selected. The desired percentage conductiv-
ity range and the frequency range of VCO 58 determine
the frequency of reference oscillator 68 and the division
factor of divider 64. To exemplify, where it is desired to
have display 72 read 100.0 for 100 percent IACS con-
ductivity at an oscillator 58 frequency of five kilohertz,
and to have a display of 2.0 at a frequency of 250 kilo-
hertz, a convenient division factor is 2048 (i.e., a scaling
factor of 1024 followed by an additional factor of 2) for
which reference oscillator 68 would be set at a fre-
quency of 4.883 KHz.

More generally, where divider 64 divides the fre-
quency of oscillator output 62 by twice a selected scal-
ing factor, the count shown at display 72 will be equal
to the scaling factor multiplied by the ratio of the refer-
ence oscillator 68 frequency divided by the controlled
oscillator 58 frequency. The percentage conductivity
will be equal to the desired percentage resolution, in the
disclosed embodiment 0.1 percent, times the figure in
display 72.

Once the scaling factor of divider 64 and the fre-
quency of oscillator 68 have been determined as de-
scribed above, resistor 56 may be empirically calibrated
to the desired phase angle reference signal as follows.
The system is energized and the coils 20, 22 and 24 are
placed in proximity to a test material of known conduc-
tivity, one hundred percent IACS, for example. The
meter is then calibrated by merely adjusting resistor 56
until display 72 reads the known conductivity percent-
age, in this case, one hundred. Where the inductance
(Ly) of the test material is known, the desired phase
angle (¢) may analytically be determined from equation
(7) for a particular frequency (w) and conductance
(1/R,¢). For the embodiment herein described having a
five to two hundred fifty kilohertZ frequency range and
a 2 to 100 percent IACS measuring range, the phase
angle (¢) when the meter was calibrated as indicated
above was about 74°, The value of resistance 56 may be
then generally determined since the reference voltage
to amplifier 52 will be equal to (90° — ¢)/180° or, in the
example given, 16°/180° multiplied by the supply volt-
age. Even where the phase angle (¢) is determined
analytically, however, it is preferable to make resistor
56 factory adjustable to compensate for supply voltage
and circuit operating tolerances, variations, etc.

It has been assumed in the foregoing discussion that
all calibration and test measurements, etc., are being
made at the IACS standard temperature of 20° C. It will
be apparent, however, that the invention disclosed is
equally useful at temperatures other than standard. In
the case of measurements at other than standard temper-
ature, the operator may relate measured conductivity to
conductivity at standard temperature according to the
following well known equation:

G=G,(1+aATD (10)
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wherein G, is conductivity under standard temperature
conditions (20° C), G,, is measured conductivity, a is
the conductivity change v. temperature coefficient of
the material in question and is readily available for most
materials, and AT is the extent to which the measure-
ment temperature departs from standard. It will be
apparent that, where only one material will be mea-
sured and where such measurement will always be per-
formed at the same temperature, the instrument may be
recalibrated to compensate for the temperature differ-
ential. Similarly, where only one material will be mea-
sured, but at varying temperatures, appropriate temper-
ature compensation circuitry may be incorporated into
the meter. Moreover, where maximum versatility is
required with respect to the material and temperature,
the above-mentioned temperature compensation cir-
cuitry may be made operator programmable such that
the temperature coefficient of a particular material may
be entered, and such that the meter will provide a con-
ductivity measurement which is automatically compen-
sated to standard temperature. ,
From the foregoing description, it will be apparent
that the conductivity meter disclosed fully satisfies all of
the objects, features and advantages set forth herein.
Although the invention has been described in conjunc-
tion with a specific embodiment thereof, modifications
and variations thereto will suggest themselves to per-
sons skilled in the art. For example, it was noted above
for reasons set forth in detail that the inductance of test
material 26 is considered to be a constant for material
above a minimum size. However, the present invention
may also be used on material samples of less than the
minimum size by merely recalibrating the instrument on
an actual sample of the desired size having a known
conductivity. The instrument may then only be used on
samples of that size but will still yield accurate results
since sample conductivity is still a linear function of
period. Only the constant K of equation (9) has been
changed. The instrument may, of course, be recali-
brated at any time for samples above the minimum size.
Similarly, in the embodiment of the invention herein
disclosed, the reference phase angle (¢) is factory cali-
brated by adjusting the input to error amplifier 52.
However, inasmuch as phase angle and frequency are
directly interrelated by equation (7), the reference input
to error amplifier 52 could be set by fixed resistors or
the like, and the instrument could be calibrated or “fine
tuned” by adjusting the frequency of oscillators 58 or 68
to yield a particular display for a material sample of
known conductivity. However, meters using - this
method of calibration would have different outputs
from oscillator 58 and divider 64 for materials of the
same conductivity. For reasons of standardization, the
calibration technique disclosed in connection with FIG.
1 is preferred. .
The disclosed scaling factor 1024 is convenient since
frequency dividers of twice that figure, i.e., 2048, are
readily available. From the foregoing discussion, how-
ever, it will be apparent that other scaling factors and-
/or reference oscillator frequencies may be used where
desired. Moreover, it will be apparent that frequency
divider 64 could be eliminated and the frequency of
oscillator 68 increased accordingly. However, this ar-
rangement climinates the salutory filtering effect of
divider 64 in helping to eliminate noise and display
jitter, and hence is not preferred. Furthermore, it will be
apparent that display counter 70 could be expanded to
include several lower-order counting levels, with dis-
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play 72 being connected to only the four most signifi-
cant digits. Such an expanded display counter would
combine the functions of both divider 64 and counter 70
of FIG. 1 and would also reduce noise and jitter, etc.

The particular display 72 shown in FIG. 1 is a four-
digit display which provides accurate readings resolved
to the third decimal place, i.e., to 0.1%IACS. It will be
apparent that, where greater or lesser conductivity
resolution is required, more or less display digits may be
provided. Overall accuracy of the instrument and
method herein disclosed varies according to the quality
of components used, etc. However, because digital
rather than analog techniques are used where possible
and because the disclosed method eliminates the need
for nonlinear calibrations, an instrument accuracy on
the order of one percent may be achieved using stan-
dard inexpensive components. The method and meter
herein disclosed is specifically adapted to provide con-
ductivity measurements in percent IACS. It will be
apparent, however, that the method is equaily applica-
ble and the meter may be readily adjusted to provide
conductivity measurements as a percentage of any de-
sired standard, such as a pure copper standard, for ex-
ample, which is about one hundred three percent of
corresponding IACS measurements.

In the specific embodiment described herein, the
inducing and induced signals appear in separate coils,
i.e., in coil 20 and in differentially connected coils 22,
24, respectively. It will be apparent, however, that the
invention is equally useful with little or no modification
in combination with other types of eddy current test
coil arrangements known in the art. For example, the
inducing and induced signals may be sensed as separate
functions of the current and voltage appearing in a
single coil, located in proximity to the test material and
serving as both a primary coil and a pickup coil. In this
situation, the single coil may be driven by a constant
current source such that the voltage across the single
coil varies as a function of the eddy currents in the test
material while the current is not influenced by the test
specimen. Other arrangements can also be used so that
the eddy current effect can be isolated for phase com-
parison against a reference.

Useful indications of a characteristic of a test material
might also be obtained by using differential comparison
techniques wherein the eddy current test signal from a
first test coil associated with a first unknown test speci-
men is compared against an eddy current test signal
from a second test coil associated with a known or
standard test specimen. As is conventional in other eddy
current testing techniques, the first and second coils
could be driven from a common source. The source
frequency would then be varied until the two test sig-
nals have a predetermined phase relation therebetween
and then the characteristic, such as conductivity, would
be determined as a function of that frequency or period
of the source signal yielding the predetermined phase
angle. Of course, in this situation, the test signal from
the known or standard test specimen serves as a refer-
ence signal for comparison against the test signal from
the unknown test specimen and the known characteris-
tics of the standard test specimen relate the phase of the
reference signal to the phase of the signal in the first
coil.

In light of the modifications discussed above, it
should be apparent that the present invention broadly
contemplates comparing an eddy current test signal that
varies as a function of eddy currents in an unknown test
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specimen, €.g., the induced signal ey, in coils 22, 24
(FIG. 1) against a reference signal to determine the
phase ‘relationship therebetween where the reference
signal is not identical to the signal inducing the eddy
currents, e.g., the inducing signal in coil 20 (FIG. 1), but
where the reference signal is otherwise related in phase,
directly or indirectly, to the inducing signal. In such a
situation, the reference signal would be compared to the
test signal that varies as a function of the eddy currents
in the test material. The frequency or the period of the
reference signal and the inducing signal yielding the
predetermined phase angle could then be used to deter-
mine the desired characteristic, such as conductivity, of
the material.

It will also be apparent that VCO 58 (FIG. 1) may be
replaced by an operator-controlled variable frequency
oscillator; and a meter or the like may be connected to
the output of amplifier 52, whereby an operator may
adjust the frequency of the oscillator until the meter is
zeroed, However, such an arrangement does not readily
lend itself to rapid measurements and introduces a need-
less source of error, i.e., the operator’s visual interpreta-
tion of the meter reading. Accordingly, the “auto-
mated” arrangement shown in FIG. 1 is preferred.
Moreover, it will be evident from examination of equa-
tions (1), (5) and (6) that the frequency (w) does not
change as the induced and inducing signals are pro-
cessed by the system of FIG. 1; or, stated differently,
the various signals in the circuit are all at the same
frequency. Accordingly, the frequency at which the
meter is operating can be measured by connecting fre-
quency divider 64 at various other points in the circuit
other than directly at oscillator output 62. For example,
divider 64 may be connected to the output of either of
amplifiers 36, 40 or 44 or, for that matter, may be con-
nected through an appropriate isolation circuit at differ-
ential coil output line 30.

The invention has been described in detail in connec-
tion with a particular selected phase angle and a certain
frequency range. However, such specific details have
been provided merely to illustrate the method for se-
lecting such a parameter and for the purpose of under-
standing the invention which, in its broadest aspects, is
not to be construed as being limited by any specifically
disclosed parameters. Furthermore, although the inven-
tion has been disclosed as a method and apparatus for
measuring conductivity of nonferrous metals, the prin-
ciples of the invention may be potentially useful for
analyzing characteristics of ferrous metals and for de-
termining material characteristics other than conductiv-
ity. It will also be understood that although the meter
measures conductivity, the meter is readily usable to
determine material characteristics such as stress, flaws
or fatigue which give rise to conductivity changes. The
present invention would also be useful in a production

- line inspection station for accepting or rejecting parts
according to their conductivity or other characteristic
in 2 manner known in the inspection art without neces-
sarily achieving a full quantitative measurement or pro-
viding a visual indication thereof.

The invention claimed is: .

1. In the method of measuring conductivity of nonfer-
rous metals which includes the steps of providing a
periodic signal in proximity to a conductive non-ferrous
test piece to induce eddy currents therein and develop-
ing a test signal which varies as a function of said eddy
currents, the improvement comprising the steps of pro-
viding a first reference signal related in phase to said
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periodic signal said periodic signal, said reference signal
and said test signal all being at the same frequency,
measuring the period of one specific test frequency at
which said test signal is at a predetermined phase rela-
tionship with respect to said reference signal and deter-
mining conductivity of said non-ferrous test piece as a
direct linear function of said measured period at said
one specific test frequency.

2. The method set forth in claim 1 wherein the step of
measuring the period of said test frequency comprises
the steps of dividing said test frequency by twice a
preselected scaling factor to provide a scaled output
signal, providing a second periodic signal and counting
periods of said second signal during a half cycle of said
scaled output signal, the count during said half cycle
being equal to said scaling factor multiplied by the ratio
of the frequency of said second signal divided by said
test frequency.

3. The method set forth in claim 2 wherein said count
is scaled to a percentage of a predetermined standard
conductance at a selected test frequency. _

4. The method set forth in claim 3 comprising the
further step of displaying said count after each said half
cycle of said scaled output signal.

S. The method of measuring conductivity of nonfer-
rous test materials having different conductivities com-
prising inducing eddy currents in a first nonferrous test
material by means of a coil carrying a periodic signal
and located in proximity to said first test material, sens-
ing a field developed by said eddy currents to provide a
test signal which varies as a function of conductivity of
said first material, integrating said test signal to provide
an integrated signal, providing a reference signal that is
related in phase to said periodic signal, comparing said
integrated signal to said reference signal to provide a
difference signal which varies as a function of the differ-
ence in phase between said integrated signal and said
reference signal, adjusting the frequency of said peri-
odic signal to a first frequency at which said reference
signal and said integrated signal have a preselected
phase difference therebetween, and then determining
conductivity of said first nonferrous test material as an
inverse linear function of said first frequency.

6. The method set forth in claim 5 wherein eddy

“currents are induced in a second nonferrous test mate-

rial by means of said coil carrying said periodic signal,
a second field developed by eddy currents in said sec-
ond test material is sensed to provide a second test sig-
nal which varies as a function of conductivity of said
second nonferrous material, said second test signal is
integrated to provide a second integrated signal, said
second integrated signal is compared to said reference
signal to provide a second difference signal which var-
ies as a function of the phase difference between said
second integrated signal and said reference signal, the
frequency of said periodic signal is adjusted to a second
frequency at which said reference signal and said sec-
ond integrated signal have the same said preselected .
phase difference therebetween, and then conductivity
of said second nonferrous material is determined as the
same said inverse linear function of test frequency at
said corresponding second frequency.

7. In the method of determining conductivity of test
materials which includes the steps of providing a peri-
odic signal to electromagnetically induce eddy currents
in a first test material and developing a test signal which
varies as a function of said eddy currents, the improve-

‘ment comprising the steps of developing a reference
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signal as a preselected function of said periodic signal,
said periodic signal, said test signal and said reference
signal all being at a same test frequency, determining a
relationship in phase between said test signal and said
reference signal, varying said test frequency until said
test frequency is at a first value at which said phase
relationship is at a preselected value, and then determin-
ing conductivity of said first test material as an inverse
linear function of said first value of said test frequency.

8. The method set forth in claim 7 wherein said peri-
odic signal induces second eddy currents in a second
test material and a second test signal which varies as a
function of said second eddy currents is developed, and
further comprising the steps of determining a second
relationship in phase between said second test signal and
said reference signal, varying said test frequency until
said test frequency is at a second value at which said
second phase relationship reaches the same said prese-
lected value and then determining conductivity of said
second test material as the same said inverse linear func-
tion of test frequency at the said corresponding second
value of said test frequency.

9. The method set forth in claim 8 for determining
conductivity of test materials having a predetermined
minimum thickness, said test frequency being of suffi-
cient magnitude that said induced eddy currents are
substantially unrelated to material thickness.

10. The method set forth in claim 9 wherein said
periodic signal is also said reference signal.

11. The method set forth in claim 7 wherein said step
of determining said material conductivity comprises the
steps of measuring the period of said periodic signal and
displaying said measured period as a direct scaled func-
tion of said conductivity.

12. The method set forth in claim 11 wherein conduc-
tivity is displayed as a scaled percentage of a predeter-
mined standard conductivity.

13. The method set forth in claim 7 wherein the step
of determining said phase relationship comprises the
steps of integrating said test signal and comparing said
integrated test signal to said reference signal to develop
a signal which varies as a function of a measured phase
relationship therebetween.

14. The method set forth in claim 7 wherein said
conductivity as so determined is digitally displayed as a
direct linear function of the period of said one signal.

15. A method of measuring conductivity of non-fer-
rous metals having a predetermined minimum thickness
which includes the steps of providing a periodic signal
at one side of a conductive non-ferrous test piece to
induce eddy currents therein, said periodic signal being
at a test frequency which is of sufficient magnitude that
said induced eddy currents are substantially unrelated
to material thickness, developing a test signal at the
same side of said test piece which varies as a function of
said eddy currents, providing a first reference signal
related in phase to said periodic signal, said periodic
signal, said reference signal and said test signal all being
at the same said test frequency, and determining con-
ductivity of said non-ferrous test piece as a function of
said test frequency at a predetermined phase relation-
ship between said test signal and said reference signal.

16. The method set forth in claim 15 wherein conduc-
tivity is measured as a direct linear function of the per-
iod of said test frequency at one specific test frequency
at which said test signal is at said predetermined rela-
tionship with respect to said reference signal.
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17. Apparatus for measuring a characteristic of a test
material comprising means providing a periodic signal
including means adapted to be positioned on one side of
a test material to induce eddy currents in the material,
sensing means adapted to be positioned on the same said
side of the test material for developing a test signal in
response to said eddy currents in the material, means
responsive to said periodic signal to provide a reference
signal, said periodic signal, said test signal and said
reference signal all being at a test frequency selected
such that eddy currents induced in the test material are
substantially unrelated to material thickness, means
responsive to said reference signal and said test signal to
provide an output according to the phase angle differen-
tial between said test signal and said reference signal,
means for varying said test frequency until said test
frequency is at a preselected value, and means for deter-
mining a value of said characteristic of said material as
a function of said first value of said test frequency.

18. The apparatus set forth in claim 17 wherein said
frequency varying means comprises means for varying
the frequency of said periodic signal.

19. The apparatus set forth in claim 18 wherein said
determining means comprises means measuring the
period of said test frequency and means displaying said
measured period as a direct scaled parameter of said
characteristic.

20. The apparatus set forth in claim 19 wherein said
means providing said phase differential output com-

prises means for integrating said test signal and means

for comparing said integrated test signal to said refer-
ence signal to develop said phase differential output.

. 21. The apparatus set forth in claim 20 wherein said
phase differential output is a direct current test signal
and wherein said apparatus further comprises means
providing a direct current reference representing said
predetermined value of said phase differential output
and means comparing said direct current test signal to
said direct current reference to determine said first
value of said signal parameter.

22. The apparatus set forth in claim 20 wherein said
material characteristic is conductivity of a nonferrous
metal and wherein said display means is calibrated to
display conductivity in percent IACS.

23. The apparatus set forth in claim 19 wherein said
means for measuring the period of said test frequency
comprises means for dividing said test frequency by
twice a preselected scaling factor to provide a scaled
output signal, means for providing a second periodic
signal and means for counting periods of said second
periodic signal during a half cycle of said scaled output
signal, the count during said half cycle being equal to
said scaling factor multiplied by the ratio of the fre-
quency of said second periodic signal divided by said
test frequency.

24. Apparatus for measuring conductivity of a test
material comprising means providing a periodic signal,
means responsive to said periodic test signal to electro-
magnetically induce eddy currents in said test material,
sensing means responsive to said eddy currents to de-
velop a test signal as a function of said eddy currents,
means for measuring the phase relationship between
said periodic signal and said test signal, means for vary-
ing the frequency of said periodic signal until said phase
relationship reaches a preselected specific level, means
responsive to the period of said periodic signal to deter-
mine conductivity of the material as a direct linear func-
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tion of said period when said phase relationship reaches
said preselected level.

25. The apparatus set forth in claim 24 wherein said
sensing means includes a plurality of coils so arranged
and disposed with respect to said eddy current inducing
means and said material to develop said test signal inde-
pendently of effects thereon caused by said periodic
signal directly.

26. The apparatus set forth in claim 24 wherein said
phase relationship measuring means comprises means
connected to said eddy current sensing means to elec-
tronically integrate said test signal and phase detector
means for comparing said integrated test signal to said
periodic signal to develop a phase differential signal
proportional to the phase angle between said integrated
test signal and said periodic signal.

27. The apparatus set forth in claim 26 wherein said
frequency varying means comprises a voltage con-
trolled oscillator providing said periodic signal at a
frequency controlled by said differential signal.

28. The apparatus set forth in claim 24 wherein said
period responsive means comprises a frequency divider
for dividing the frequency of said periodic signal by

14

twice a preselected scaling factor, a reference oscillator
providing a second periodic signal at preselected fre-
quency, a counter, and means gating said second peri-
odic signal to said counter during a half cycle of said
frequency-divided periodic signal, whereby said
counter counts periods of said second periodic signal
for the duration of said half cycle.

29. The apparatus set forth in claim 28 further com-
prising means displaying the count in said counter after
each said half cycle of said frequency-divided periodic
signal.

30. The apparatus set forth in claim 29 wherein said

* display means comprises a digital display.
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31. The apparatus set forth in claim 29 wherein said
display is calibrated in percentage of a predetermined
standard conductivity.

32. The apparatus set forth in claim 31 wherein said
percentage is proportional to said scaling factor multi-
plied by the ratio of said preselected reference oscillator
frequency divided by said frequency of said periodic

signal.
* k¥ ¥k %




UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION

PATENT NO. : 4,095,180 '

DATED * June 13, 1978

INVENTOR(S) : GORDON RALPH BROWN
Hbcmmmdmmmmaw%whnmaMw4%MMWpﬁmtmdmﬁwMLﬁmmPmmt

are hereby corrected as shown below:

Column 2, line 33, delete "signal" and insert --signals--.
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