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[57] ABSTRACT

A device for use in conjunction with a metal detector
which will allow the user to dig and sift simultaneously
with one hand. The device includes a shovel type
scoop with a flashlight built into the handle. The
scoop is perforated so that it can be used in the man-
ner of a sifter looking for metal particles or other ob-
jects. The holder or handle has a ring attachment for

.conveniently carrying on a belt. Optionally, the holder

scoop may be magnetically treated in order to capture
small metallic objects which might otherwise fit
through the perforations.

10 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures
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COMBINATION DIGGER AND SIFTER FOR USE
WITH METAL DETECTOR

The present invention relates generally to an appara-
tus for locating and separating objects from a medium
in which such objects are disposed. In particular, the
present invention relates to an apparatus or device for
use in conjunction with a metal detector which will
allow the user or operator to dig and sift simultaneously
with one hand.

The phraseology and terminology “objects” as used
herein is intended to include and embrace anything
which is perceptible by one or more of the senses,
especially something that can be seen and felt, and is
not limited or restricted to metallic items.

5

Furthermore, the terminology and phraseology “‘me-

dium”™ as used herein is intended to connote generally
any surrounding or pervading substance in which bod-
ies or objects exist or move, and includes, but is not
limited to, sand, earth, water, dirt, mud, gravel, etc.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

There is an increasing trend in the number of people
becoming interested in amateur prospecting, treasure
hunting, metal detecting, amateur geology, and ama-
teur archaeology within the United States and foreign
countries. The upsurge in this interest. appears to be
motivated, at least in part, by the desire of many to
return to nature for an enjoyable and educational
hobby. With the increased interest in these pastimes,
there has arisen a commensurate interest in imple-
mented tools for use in pursuing the pastimes.

One of the most popular implements used in pursuing
the above-mentioned hobbies and allocations is the
metal detector. Some of such metal detectors are simi-
lar in design to the older detectors which were used by
the military to locate land mines and other types of
explosives and metals.

Heretofore, various attempts have been made to find
a suitable apparatus which could be used both for dig-
ging and for sifting. However, such prior art attempts
possess numerous disadvantages, are too cumbersome
and complicated, and cannot be used readily, easily
and conveniently for digging and sifting simultaneously
while being held with only one hand of the user.

Such prior attempts are exemplified by: U.S. Pat. No.
645,956 patented on Mar. 27, 1900 by W. P. Hyrons
and entitled “COMBINED SHOVEL AND SIFTER”;
U.S. Pat. No. 657,508 which was patented on Sept. 11,
1900 by W. W. Brown and entitled *“COAL SCREEN"’;
U.S. Pat. No. 681,608 which was patented on Aug. 27,
1901 by G. P. Baughman and entitled **COMBINED
SCOOP AND SIFTER”; and U.S. Pat. No. 2,005,416
patented on June 18, 1935 by J. H. Fisher and entitled
“COAL SHOVEL".

One of the principal objects of the present invention
is to provide a lightweight and convenient apparatus or
device for use in conjunction with a metal detector
which will allow the user to dig and sift simultaneously
with one hand, and at the same time provide a built-in
flashlight in the handle of the device.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides an apparatus for lo-
cating and separating objects from a medium in which
such objects are disposed. The apparatus includes first
means for temporarily retaining therein at least a por-
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tion of said medium which may contain one or more of
said objects to be located and separated from said me-
dium. The first means is provided with a plurality of
apertures through which said portion of such medium
may pass. The apertures are dimensioned, located and
shaped in the first means so as to facilitate and expedite
the passage therethrough of said portion of said me-
dium which is temporarily retained in said first means
and substantially simultaneously to obstruct and im-
pede the passage therethrough of at least some of said
objects to be located and separated from said medium.
The apparatus also includes a second means which is
operatively interconnected with such first means to
enable the entire apparatus to be readily held by one
hand of a person utilizing such apparatus. The appara-
tus also includes a third means operatively intercon-
nected with said $econd means for facilitating and as-
sisting the visual detection of the objects remaining in
said first means after substantially all of said portion of
said medium has passed through said apertures pro-
vided in said first means.

It is an object of the present invention to provide a
device to be used with a metal detector in finding vari-
ous buried objects. '

In accordance with a first preferred embodiment of
the present invention, the holder scoop apparatus is
shaped like a spade to permit digging in harder dirt or .
earth.

In accordance with a second preferred embodiment
of the present invention, the holder scoop apparatus is
shaped like a basket which is especially useful in con-
nection with sifting in soft sand, or underwater, or in
any environment where the medium involved is fluid or
liquid in nature.

It is a further option of the present invertion to pro-
vide a combination digger-sifter apparatus having a
built-in light in order to see what is in the scoop or on
the surface thereof.

Yet another object of the present invention is to

. provide a holder scoop wherein the portion provided

with the perforations or apertures.is magnetic in order
to retain small objects which would otherwise pass
through such apertures or perforations.

A further object of the present invention is to provide
an apparatus or a device for use in conjunction with a
metal detector, but is not to be restrict or limited to use
in conjunction with a metal detector, which will allow
the user to dig and sift simultaneously with one hand.

It is an additional object of the present invention to
provide a novel scoop apparatus which will double as a
hand shovel and a sand sifter for use in combing sand,
earth or some other medium in conjunction with a
metal detector.

Other objects of the present invention will appear
from the following specification description and ap-
pended claims, with reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings forming a part of the specification
wherein like reference characters are intended to des-
ignate corresponding parts in the several views.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a top plan view of the novel combi-
nation digger and sifter apparatus according to a first
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 2 illustrates a longitudinal sectional view of the

FIG. 1 apparatus taken along the line 2—2 shown in

FIG. 1.
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FIG. 3 illustrates a front elevational view of the appa-
ratus depicted in FIGS. 1'and 2 as viewed in the direc-
tion indicated by the arrow '3 shown in FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 illustrates ‘a top plan view of a second pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention which has
a basket-like configuration.

FIG. 5 illustrates a side elevational view of the appa-
ratus depicted in FIG. 4.

DETAILEDDESCRIPTION OF SOME PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS OF THE PRESENT INVENTION

Before explaining the present invention in detail, it

should be understood that the present invention is not
limited in-its application or construction to the details
of the arrangement of parts and construction illustrated
in’ the - accompanying  drawings, because the present
invention is capable of other embodiments and modifi-
cations and of being practiced or carried out in various
ways.:Furthermore; it should also be understood that
the phraseology or terminology employed herein is for
the purpose of description and illustration only, and not
of limitation or restriction.
- With reference to FIGS. 1, 2 and 3 of the drawings,
there is illustrated on apparatus or device .1 according
to a first preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion. The novel apparatus 1 is especially useful for
locating and separating obje'cts, such as metal coins,
from a medium, such as sand, in which such objects
may be disposed.

The apparatus 1 includes first means, such as a perfo-
rated scoop 4, for temporarily retaining therein at least
a portion of the aforesaid medium which may contain
one or more of the aforesaid objects to be located and
separated from said medium. '

The scoop 4is provided with a plurality of perfora-
tions or apertures 5 through which said portion of said
medium may pass. The apertures 5 are dimensional,

located and shaped in the scoop 4 so as to facilitate and .

-expedite the passage therethrough of said portion of
said miedium which is temporarily retained in scoop 4
and substantially simultaneously to obstruct and. im-
pede the passage therethrough of at least some of said
objects to be located and separated from said medium.

The apparatus 1 also comprises second means, in-
cluding a handle 6, which is operatively interconnected
with the scoop 4 to enable the entire apparatus 1 to be
readily held by one hdnd of a person utilizing the appa-
ratus 1.

The apparatus 1 also includes third means, such as an
illumination device 7, which is operatively intercon-
nécted with or disposed within the handle 6 for facili-
tating and assisting the visual detection of objects re-
maining in scoop 4 afté( substantially all of said portion
of said medium_has passed through the apertures §
provided in the scoop 4. The illumination device 7 may
comprise an clectric light or flashlight including bulb 8
which is disposed in electrical contact with the positive
terminal of a first battery 9, which in turn‘is disposed in

electrical contact with-a second battery 10. As shown’

in FIG. 2, the illumination or light device 7 also. in-
cludes an electrically conductive spring 11 which me-
chanically urges and retains batteries 9 and 10 in elec-

trical contact with the bu]b 8, and at the same time’

ensures electrical contdct with the metallic casing
structure 12 disposed. in the handie 6. The light 7 also
includes a switch 13 for energizing and de-energizing
the illumination device 7.
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With further reference to FIG. 2, the handle 6 in-

cludes at least one hollow portion 14 therein for hious-
ing and at least partially enclosing the illumination
device 7. Preferably, the handle 6 should comprise a
water-proof handle which is provided with a device,
such as a clip or ring 15, at one end thereof for facilitat-
ing the removable hanging of the apparatus 1 from a
belt or other apparel of the person utilizing the appara-
tus 1./In order'to make the handle water-proof, there is
included a flashlight lens 16 and one or more gaskets
17.
It should be noted with reference to FIGS. 2 and 3,
that the apparatus 1 is thus provided with a structure,
formed by bulb 8, casing structure 12 and flashlight
lens 16,.in the area where the handle 6 interconnects
with the scoop 4 for enabling the electric lighting de-
vice 7 to illuminate all of the apertures 5 which are
provided in the scoop 4.

Referring now to FIGS. 4-and 5, there is illustrated an
apparatus 20 according to a second preferred embodi-
ment of the present invention. The apparatus 20 is
similar in many respects and components to that de-
scribed hereinabove with reference to the apparatus. 1
shown in FIGS. 1, 2 and 3. However, whereas the scoop
4 of the apparatus 1 had a spadelike configuration and :
shape, in contrast the apparatus 20 includes a scoop 21
which has a basket-like configuration and shape. The
apparatus 20 is particularly suitable for searching for
objects disposed in soft sand, or a fluid medium. On the
other hand, the apparatus 1 depicted in FIGS. 1-3 is
particularly suitable for digging and sifting in harder
media or terrain.

It should be carefully noted that both of the above-
described apparatuses 1 and 20 will permit the user to
dig and sift simultaneously with the use of only one
hand. This is an especially useful advantage when the
novel apparatus is employed in conjunction with a
metal detector. '

Essentially, the apparatus according to the present
invention comprises a perforated scoop 4 or 21 with a
flashlight 7 which is built into the scoop handle 6. The
handle 6 may also be provided with a clip or ring 15 for
use in attaching the entire assembly to the belt or other
piece of apparel of the user.

The present invention provides an apparatus 1 or 20
which is corrosion-free, extremely light in weight, pro-
vided with a water-proof light 7 built into the handle 6,
it is perforated with apertures or holes 5 for ease in
sifting, and is to be attachable to the user’s gear or
clothing. The perforated scoop 4 or 21 may be metallic
or non-metallic and made from any suitable material.
For example, the scoop may be fabncated from high
density polyethylene.

Optionally, if desired, the scoop 4 or 21 may be mag-
netized in order to capture and retain on the scoop 4 or
21, respectively, any objects ‘which would -otherwise
pass. through the apertures 5.

There is set forth hereinbelow a description of an
actual working embodiment of the present invention
which is non-magnetic in nature. The objective of such
working embodiment is to attain a *‘sifter” for earth or
other media being searched for metallic particles, and
is designed to be used with. metal detectors. The entire
unit is non-magnetic.

In such:actual working embodiment, the scoop sec-
tion 4 or 21 is approx:mately 8 ‘inches long, .and is
integral or ‘attached to a 6 inch handle 6. The scoop
area, including the back thereof, if perforated with
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7/16 inch diameter holes. The basic material was high
density polyethylene, with a copper strip in a flashlight
7 for grounding. The flashlight unit 7 is completely
sealed so as to be water-proof. The hanging ring 15 may
also be fabricated from polyethylene. Two D dry cell
batteries may be used in the light 7.

The materials used in fabricating such working em-
bodiment comprise: one square foot of % inch thick
rigid polyethylene; one copper strip % inch by 6 inches;
one flashlight bulb; one flashlight lens; two gaskets 17;
one switch 13; one hanging loop 15; one coil spring 11;
one neoprene switch cover; and one lens cover.

In accordance with the present invention, the handle
6 may be formed or molded integral with the scoop, or
in the alternative, the handle 6 may be bonded or
welded or in another manner affixed to the scoop but
made initially in separate parts.

It is believed that with the above description and
illustration, the various features of the present inven-
tion will be apparent. For a definition of the scope of
the present invention, reference should be had to the
following appended claims.

I claim:

1. An apparatus for locating and separating objects
from a medium in which said objects are disposed,
comprising, in combination:

first means for temporarily retaining therein at least a

portion of said medium which may contain one or
more of said objects to be located and separated
from said medium;

said first means being provided with a plurality of

apertures through which said portion of said me-
dium may pass;

said apertures being dimensioned, located and

shaped in said first means so as to facilitate and
expedite the passage therethrough of said portion
of said medium which is temporarily retained in
said first means and substantially simultaneously to
obstruct and impede the passage therethrough of at
least some of said objects to be located and sepa-
rated from said medium; -

second means operatively interconnected with said

first means to enable the entire apparatus to be
readily held by one hand of a person utilizing said
apparatus; and

third means disposed within said second means for

facilitating and assisting the visual detection of
objects remaining in said first means after substan-
tially all of said portion of said medium has passed
through said apertures provided in said first means.

2. An apparatus characterized in accordance with
claim 1, wherein:

at least a portion of said first means adjacent said

apertures is magnetic for obstructing and impeding

the passage through said apertures of at least some-

of said objects to be located and separated which
may possess dimensions which are smaller than the
dimensions of said apertures.
3. An apparatus characterized in accordance with
claim 2, wherein:
said second means comprises a handle;
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6
said third means comprises an electric lighting device
disposed within said handle; and
there is provided a structure in the area where said
second means interconnects with said first means
for enabling said electric lighting device to illumi-
nate substantially all of said apertures which are
provided in said first means.
4. An apparatus characterized in accordance with
claim 2, wherein:
said third means comprises an illumination device
which includes at least one electric battery which is
electrically and operatively connected to at least
one electric light bulb and at least one switch which
is operatively and electrically connected to said
battery and bulb;
said second means comprises a handle to which said
switch is secured; and :
said handle includes at least one hollow portion
therein for housing and at least partially enclosing
said illumination device.
5. An apparatus characterized in accordance with
claim 1, wherein:
said second means comprises a water-proof handle
which is provided with a device at one end thereof
for facilitating the removable hanging of said appa-
ratus from a belt of said person utilizing said appa-
ratus.
6. An apparatus characterized in accordance with
claim 1, wherein:
said third means includes an electric light.
7. An apparatus characterized in accordance with
claim 1, wherein:
said second means comprises a handle;
said third means comprises an electric lighting device
disposed within said handle; and
there is provided a structure in the area where said
second means interconnects with said first means
for enabling said electric lighting device to illumi-
nate substantially all of said apertures which are
provided in said first means.
8. An apparatus characterized in accordance with
claim 1, wherein:
said third means comprises an illumination device
which includes at least one electric battery which is
electrically and operatively connected to at least
one electric light bulb and at least one switch which
is operatively and electrically connected to said
battery and bulb;
said second means comprises a handle to which said
switch is secured; and
said handle includes at least one hollow portion
therein for housing and at least partially enclosing
said illumination device.
9. An apparatus characterized substantially in accor-
dance with claim 1, wherein:
said first means possesses .a spade-like configuration
and shape.
10. An apparatus characterized substantially in ac-
cordance with claim 1, wherein:
said first means possesses a basket-like configuration
and shape.
* * * * *




