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[57] ABSTRACT

The apparatus of the invention comprises at least two
transmitter coils (3) and a respective number of receiver
coils (4). The transmitter coils (3) and the respective
receiver coils (4) are placed in a crosswise position with
respect to each other so that the primary fields created
by the transmitter coils (3) are divergent.

5 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures
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PULSE FIELD METAL DETECTOR WITH
SPACED, DUAL COIL TRANSMITTER AND
RECEIVER SYSTEMS ’

This application is a continuation of application Ser.
No. 439,394, filed Nov. 4, 1982, now abandoned.

The present invention relates to an apparatus for
detecting metal objects, the said apparatus comprising
at least two crosswise adjusted transmitter coils and an
equal number of receiver coils which are placed in
similar position with respect to each other. The trans-
mitter coils create in the coil system divergent primary
fields, which fields change their direction and size ac-
cording to their location and in turn create eddy cur-
rents in the objects moving within the said primary
fields. The secondary field created by the moving ob-
Jject in turn induces a signal in at least one receiver coil.
The invention also comprises means for amplifying and
processing the signal.

A metal detector based on eddy currents consists of
two main parts. The transmitter coil creates an alternat-
ing magnetic field in a certain area. In case there are
electrically conducting objects within the field, eddy
currents will be induced in them. The field created by
these eddy currents is observed by the receiver coil. It
is necessary for the detection that at least at one point
on the path of the object through the detector gate there
exists an exciting field which has such a direction that it
creates eddy currents in the test object. The gate en-
compasses the area in which the apparatus can detect
the object as it is on its path therethrough. It is also
necessary that the receiver system is able to effectively
measure the said currents at the said point in space.

Initially, a ball-shaped object is observed. Owing to
its symmetry, the power of the eddy currents created
therein is not dependent on the direction of the exciting
field with respect to the ball. The eddy currents circu-
lating within the ball create outside them a similar mag-
netic field as the magnetic dipole source having the
same direction as the exciting field and being placed at
the center of the ball, which dipole source is compara-
ble to the power of the exciting field; its size naturally
also depends on the parameters of the ball. The connec-
tion of such dipole source to the receiver coil can be
observed by means of the so-called detector field of the
receiver (i.e. a hypothetical magnetic field is created by
driving rated current to the receiver chords). The di-
pole response in the receiver coil is comparable to such
a component of the said detector field, which compo-
nent is parallel to the dipole at the point in question.
Thus the response App at the point T is comparable to
the product

AyD~Br®)Br@), "

where Bris the flux density of the transmitter field and
Bgr is the flux density of the receiver detector field.
Next we shall observe a magnetic, electrically con-
ducting bar (for example length/thickness Z10). Expe-
rience has shown that this kind of bar is capable of being
magnetized in its lengthwise direction. Now the re-
sponse A(r) is comparable to the product
A(D~@Br()R)BrEK), (03]
where R, is a unit vector having the same direction as
the bar.
With a non-magnetic bar the situation is somewhat
different. With such objects the maximum response is
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generally obtained as the eddy currents circulate the
long sides of the bar. The same kind of dependence as in
the formula (2) is applicable in this case, too, but now
the vector R, has to be figured out as perpendicular to
the bar.

According to the formulas (1) and (2) it is apparent
that the transmitter and receiver systems have an
equally important position in creating the signal.

The U.S. Pat. No. 3,697,996 introduces a method for
creating eddy currents in objects with divergent direc-
tions by means of several successively operated trans-
mitter coil systems. In the patent there is no mention of
receiving system. On the basis of the above description
it is clear that the transmitter system of the U.S. Pat. No.
3,697,996 connected to a conventional receiver does not
essentially improve the directionality properties of the
apparatus.

The Finnish Pat. No. 40646 introduces a coil configu-
ration realizing the above described principles. Its appli-
cation to practice essentially requires a gate which is
long in the direction of travel therethrough. In practice
the most desired coil system is a compact one. More-
over, the method presented in the FI-Patent No. 40646
is mainly designed for an apparatus with continuous
operation; in such an apparatus the exciting magnetic
field is switched on during the measuring, too. Conse-
quently the geometry of the coils has to be designed so
that the mutual inductance between the trasmitter coil
and the receiver coil is eliminated.

The method described in the U.S. Pat. No. 3,758,849
uses two transmitter coils and two receiver coils, placed
crosswise. The transmitter coils are, however, simulta-
neously driven with harmonic current, so that irrespec-
tive of the crosswise located transmitter coils, only one
transmitter field is created. It is also apparent that in the
method of the U.S. Pat. No. 3,758,849, an object which
passes through the gate at a certain geometric point in
the middle of the gate, so that the direction of its profit-
ably induced eddy current joins the proceeding direc-
tion, will pass unnoticed. Moreover, the U.S. Pat. No.
3,758,849 also presupposes null connection between the
transmitter and receiver coils, which does not allow for
ideal geometry.

The purpose of the present invention is to eliminate
the drawbacks of the prior art and to realize a remark-
ably improved apparatus for detecting metal objects so
that irrespective of the moving positions of the objects
which pass through the alternating magnetic field, the
so-called dead points are avoided—i.e. those points
where the metal objects passing through the alternating
magnetic fields would not create eddy currents for
initiating the signal.

One remarkable advantage of the present invention is
that the apparatus gives a signal response of roughly
equal level irrespective of the position in which an elon-
gated object passes through the gate.

In the following the invention will be described with
reference to the appended drawings, where

FIG. 1 shows a conventional metal detector embodi-
ment,

FIG. 2 shows a preferred embodiment of the appara-
tus according to the present invention,

FIG. 3 shows the pulse diagram of the timer, which is
essentially connected to the present invention, the said
diagram illustrated on a time axis, and

FIG. 4 shows one preferred embodiment of the in-
vention in operation.
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According to FIG. 1, current pulses are fed into the
transmitter coil 3 by means of the timer 1 and the power
amplifier 2. The sampling amplifier 5 is activated in
order to pick a sample of the signal from the receiver
coil 4 a short while after the transmitter pulse has
ended. Now the exciting field is no longer effective,
wherefore the response is bound to be initiated by a
foreign metal object. Because the exciting field is not
switched on during the measurement in a pulse-
operated device, a mutval minimum connection be-
tween the receiver and the transmitter is not required.

In the apparatus of FIG. 1, the mutual adjusting of
the transmitter field and the detector field of the re-
ceiver (i.e. an effective observation of a maximum eddy
current induction) is carried out by means of coils
which are located on both sides of the gate and are
essentially of a similar shape. It can be observed that in
the case of FIG. 1, while transporting a steel bar
through the gate in the direction of the diagonal chords,
the apparatus gives a very weak response for the said
object. Respectively, if the object is transported in per-
pendicular position, the response reaches its maximum.

FIG. 2 illustrates a preferred embodiment of the pres-
ent invention, which is combined of two essentially
similar coil systems the coils of each of which two coil
systems are wound in substantially the same plane, the
systems being placed in an inverted and displaced posi-
tion with respect to each other, each coil system com-
prising two transmitter coils 3 and two receiver coils 4.
The timer 1 controls in successive turns the power am-
plifiers 2, which amplifiers alternately feed the two
transmitter coils 3 by using pulse technique. The trans-
miiter fields created by the coils 3 have divergent direc-
tions. Now eddy currents are bound to be induced in the
object passing through the coil system at least at one
point, irrespective of the location, position or shape of
the said object. The timer 1 also controls two sampling
amplifiers 5 synchronized to the transmitters 3 so that
the eddy currents induced by the two transmitter chan-
nels are each measured on a separate receiver channel.
If the response of the object exceeds the predetermined
alarm level, the apparatus initiates an alarm by means of
the alarm device 6.

As can be seen from the drawing of FIG. 2, the two
generally planar transmitter coils 3 shown at the left of
the Figure and the two generally planar receiver coils 4
shown at the right of the Figure are, in the case of each
said pair of two coils juxtaposed on top of each other so
as to be in essentially the same plane with their respec-
tive loops in mirror image relationship to each other,
the coils 3 being spaced and separated from the coils 4.

FIG. 3 illustrates the operation of the timer 1 in the
form of a pulse diagram. The detector fields of the
receivers 4 are divergent at all points and are directed so
that the eddy currents induced by each transmitter 3
with respect to a receiver 4 can be measured. It is ob-
served that when for example a steel bar passes through
the gate in a position where for instance the system I
produces almost a zero response, the system II produces
a maximum response. Consequently the response of the
apparatus of FIG. 2 is far less dependent on the position
and shape of the object and forms essentially less so-
called dead points than the response from the apparatus
of FIG. 1.
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In the above specification only one preferred embodi-
ment of the present invention has been described, but it
is clear that the apparatus of the invention can be con-
structed in various similar ways in order to achieve the
advantageous features of the apparatus, for example by
applying in the receiver coils 4 an essentially higher
number of turns than in the transmitter coils 3.

According to FIG. 4, the transmitter coils 3 and the
receiver coils 4 are covered, in an advantageous apphi-
cation of the apparatus, with protective plates 7 and 8,
which are attached to each other by means of joining
plates 9. The protective plates 7 and 8 are further firmly
attached to their base 10. The timer 1, the power ampli-
fiers 2 and 5 and the alarm device 6, which are all essen-
tial members of the invention, are combined in the elec-
tronic unit 11, which is connected to the apparatus by
means of the cable 12.

We claim:

1. An apparatus for detecting metal objects, the said
apparatus comprising a transmitter coil system and a
receiver coil system spaced and separated from said
transmitter coil system to allow the passage of objects
to be detected between the two systems, the transmitter
coil system consisting of at least two coils for creating
divergent primary fields which change their direction
and size according to their location, which primary
fields in turn create eddy currents in an object moving
within the said primary fields, whereafter the secondary
field created in the object induces a signal in the re-
ceiver coil system, as well as means for amplifying and
processing the signal, wherein the transmitter coil sys-
tem is formed of at least two planar coils, each planar
coil comprising a plurality of planar loops extending in
a given direction and encompassing a predetermined
area, said planar coils being juxtaposed, one on top of

.. the other, 5o as to lie substantially within the same plane
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in said predetermined area, with the loops of one of said
coils being in mirror image relationship with respect to
the loops of the other of said coils so that the magnetic
fields created by the coils are divergent and that the
receiver coil system is also comprised of the same num-
ber of coils as the transmitter coil system which coils
are placed with respect to each other in a similar rela-
tionship to that of the coils of the transmitter coil sys-
tem, means for alternately energizing said at least two
transmitter coils, and means synchronized with said
energizing means for alternately sampling signals in-
duced in said receiver coils and feeding said sampled
signals to said means for amplifying and processing the
signal.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the transmitter
and receiver coil systems are essentially identical in
shape.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the transmitter
and receiver coil systems have essentially identical
windings.

4. The apparatus of any one of the above claims,
wherein the eddy currents induced by the separate
transmitter coils are each measured by a receiver coil
which is in a position corresponding to the transmitter
coil in question.

5. The apparatus of any one of the claims 1 through 3,
wherein a timer is used for controlling both the trans-

mitter coils and the receiver coils.
* 3 * * *



